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DETAILED ACTION 



Acknowledgements 



1. 



Amendment of 1 1 February 2008 has been received. 



2. 



Claims 12 and 13 have been added. 



3. 



Claims 1,10, and 11 have been amended. 



4. 



Claims 1-13 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



6. Claims 1 -1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by the 
TransUnion website, www.transunion.com (archived 13 December 2001, hereafter 
"TransUnion"). 

7. As per claims 1 -1 3, TransUnion teaches: 

8. offering an electronic service (page 1 , "Order and View Online") over a network 
(TransUnion site performs over the Internet, which is a network); 

9. challenging End Users to provide secure (page 1 , "Secure Online Orders" - "we 
electronically scramble the data through Secure Socket Layer (SSL) encryption codes"), 
personal identification (page 2 - "Information You'll Need" - "Social Security Number) 
which demonstrates that they are within the implied geographic jurisdiction (a Social 



States. 
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Security Number inherently defines a person as being a resident of the United States) of 
the service; 

10. responding to said secure, personal identification being acceptable by providing 
said electronic service (page 1 , "Confirming Your Identity" - "to ensure that the 
information is delivered to you only, we will confirm your identity by using your credit 
information to verify your answers to a series of questions"); 

1 1 . accessing a database on a remote Web server, to determine whether said 
identification is acceptable (it is inherent in the art of computing to access a database in 
order to verify information); 

12. electronic service allows access to documentation (the documentation is the 
credit report, whose receipt is the aim of TransUnion); 

13. personal identification is social security card or social insurance number (page 2 
- "Information You'll Need" - "Social Security Number"); 

14. identification is only communicated in an encrypted form (page 1, "Secure Online 
Orders" - "we electronically scramble the data through Secure Socket Layer (SSL) 
encryption codes"); 

15. offering, requiring, and responding performed on a web server (since the data is 
accessed through the TransUnion website, it is inherently performed on a web server); 

16. web server is protected with a firewall (it is inherent in the art of web servers to 
protect them with a firewall); 
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17. challenging End Users to provide secure, personal identification which 
demonstrates permanent residence in the geographic jurisdiction of the service (a 
Social Security Number is demonstrative of permanent residence); 

18. challenging End Users to provide secure, personal identification which 
demonstrates that they are within the implied geographic jurisdiction of the service, 
even if they are not physically in that geographic jurisdiction (since the TransUnion 
website may be accessed from any computer that is connected to the Internet, it is not 
necessary that a user of the website be physically located in the United States in order 
to access the information contained within - just that the user has all of the information 
that may be asked for in "Information You'll Need"). 



Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1 February 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1(b) 
because they amount to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable 
invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. There are various statements pertaining to how 
"implied" geographic jurisdiction is not the same as what is described in TransUnion, but 
they ignore the fact that Social Security Numbers have residential implications. It 
should further be noted that the previously cited prior art - the Korean auction website, 
the story from the Korea Herald, and the Korean government publication - all read on 
the claims of the instant invention. 
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Conclusion 

20. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

21 . A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher C. Johns whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3462. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9 am to 5 
pm. 

23. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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24. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Christopher C Johns 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3621 

CCJ 



/ANDREW J. FISCHER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



